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In 2016 Jan Svejkovsky, founder and President of Ocean Imaging, relocated with his wife from 

San Diego to the Florida Keys. Lifelong wildlife enthusiasts and long-time wildlife rehabbers in 

California, they founded “Save Our Key Deer” (SOKD – www.saveourkeydeer.org ), a non-

profit 501-C corporation advocating for the endangered Florida Key Deer that survive only on 

a portion of the Keys. One of SOKD’s multiple activities is scientific research, financed by the 

group. Following the devastating Hurricane Irma in 2017, Svejkovsky utilized OI technical 

staff’s expertise to quantify vegetation damage in the Key Deer habitat and subsequent 

recovery rates using high resolution satellite imagery. The study was published in the journal 

“Estuaries and Coasts”. 

More recently, Svejkovsky and OI processed and published results of a multi-year field study 

done with the aid of SOKD volunteers monitoring the seasonal availability of natural and 

anthropogenic drinking water sources available to the deer. The results revealed that in many 

parts of their still existing habitat the Key Deer are now fully dependent on human sources of 

drinking water, a situation only expected to worsen with increasing sea level rise and climate 

change. This has major implications for future management and the deer’s survival. The study 

was published in the “Journal for Nature Conservation” and the paper is available below. 

Read the Article 

http://www.saveourkeydeer.org/
file:///D:/Documents/01%20OCEAN%20IMAGING%20FILES/WEB-2019/OIsite/PDF/Drinking-water-availability-patterns-amplify-domest_2025_Journal-for-Nature-.pdf

